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Dear George, 
 
Thank you for your email dated 5 October to the Department for the Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, enclosing correspondence from a number of your constituents, regarding 
climate change. Your email has been passed to my Department and I am replying as this 
matter falls within my ministerial portfolio.  I apologise for the delay in sending this 
response, your correspondence has only recently been brought to my attention.  
 
The evidence and effects of climate change around our world have never been 
clearer, described as a code red by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC).  As I am sure your constituents are aware that during the first two weeks of 
November the UK hosted the crucial UN climate change conference COP26, where I am 
pleased to say the Glasgow Climate Pact was agreed. COP26 saw the biggest summit the 
UK has ever hosted, bringing together 120 world leaders and over 40,000 key figures from 
governments, civil society, businesses, youth and more, to tackle the urgent challenge of 
climate change. 
  
The Glasgow Climate Pact was agreed by almost 200 countries. Combined with increased 
ambition and action, the Pact means that 1.5 degrees remains in sight, but only with 
concerted and immediate global efforts. The Glasgow Climate Pact is a historic agreement. 
We now have net zero commitments for over 90% of the world’s economy - up from 30% 
two years ago, when the UK took on the COP26 Presidency. The Pact will speed up the 
pace of climate action this decade, with all countries agreeing to return improved emissions 
targets in 2022, as well as doubling support for action on adapting to climate change by 
2025. On nature, over 90% of the world’s forests are covered by the pledge to halt and 
reverse forest loss by 2030, with over 130 countries signed up and almost £14 billion in 
private and public finance mobilised. 
 
Whilst countries committed to further action at COP, the world needs confidence that we will 
shift immediately into implementation, that the pledges made will be delivered, and that the 
policies and investment will swiftly follow. Throughout our Presidency year, we will build on 
the outcomes from COP26 and the supporting sector campaigns, strengthening the 
architecture for collaboration in key sectors, and working with international partners to keep 
the 1.5°C temperature goal alive. We will continue to advocate our Presidency goals aimed 
at accelerating progress towards achieving the aims of the Paris Agreement through 
increased ambition in mitigation, adaptation, finance, and collaboration and a successful 
Global Stocktake in 2023. 
 
The UK has continued to lead by example, and shown that green growth is the way forward. 
Between 1990 and 2019, we grew our economy by 78% and cut our emissions by 44%; in 
addition to this, the UK were the first major economy to commit to Net Zero in law 
and to reducing carbon emissions by 78% in 2035. Building on the Prime Minister’s 
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landmark Ten Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution, our recently published Net Zero 
Strategy will drive forward our ambition to reach net zero by 2050, and level up the UK by 
supporting up to 190,000 jobs in the middle of the 2020s and up to 440,000 jobs in 2030.  
 
The Net Zero Strategy is a cross-economy strategy which keeps us on our path to net zero, 
including the action we will take to keep us on track for meeting carbon budgets and our 
2030 Nationally Determined Contributions. The measures we are taking will also build on 
our ongoing work to protect, support, and create employment, generating millions of quality 
green jobs across the country. 
 
In support of international efforts to tackle climate change, we have set out a commitment to 
increase our International Climate Finance (ICF) by £1 billion in 2024-2025 if the economy 
grows as forecast – this is on top of the £11.6 billion we have already announced to support 
developing nations to access clean technology and build green infrastructure. Since 2011, 
our ICF has helped 66 million people cope with the effects of climate change; supported 33 
million people with improved access to clean energy; and reduced or avoided 31 million 
tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Her Majesty’s Treasury (HMT) recognises that fiscal events are key opportunities to ensure 
that climate change is appropriately prioritised in decision-making. The Net Zero Strategy 
sets out how the Government will monitor progress to ensure we stay on track for our 
emissions targets. It includes a commitment to “ensure that decisions taken on government 
spending are informed by their impact on meeting net zero”. All departments are required to 
prepare their spending proposals in line with the Green Book on Appraisal and Evaluation 
issued by HM Treasury. The Green Book already mandates the consideration of climate 
and environmental impacts in spending. It was updated in 2018 to take fuller account of the 
natural capital impacts of policy proposals. 
 
With regard to the Environment Bill Act, the framework allows for long-term targets to be set 
on any aspect of the natural environment, or people’s enjoyment of it. The Government is 
committed to setting targets through a robust, evidence-led process that seeks independent 
expert advice, provides a role for stakeholders and the public, as well as scrutiny from 
Parliament. We have commissioned the Joint Nature Conservation Committee to develop a 
global environmental footprint indicator to help us understand the UK’s global footprint. The 
first phase of this work was published in May 2021 and the second phase was published in 
October 2021. The outcomes of this work will help inform our future thinking on the most 
appropriate approach to drive change in this area. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to write. I hope you and your constituents will find this 
reply helpful. 

Yours ever, 
 
 
 
 
 

THE RT HON GREG HANDS MP 
Minister of State for Energy, Clean Growth and Climate Change 


